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Modular buildings: What are they?
RSA 205- C:1 definitions
XI. "Modular building'' means any building of closed construction, 
which is made or assembled in manufacturing facilities off the 
building site, for installation, or assembly and installation, on the 
building site. 

This definition shall not be construed to include any structure labeled 
in accordance with the Federal Manufactured Housing Construction 
and Safety Standards Act of 1974, nor shall it include single-wide 
structures under 750 square feet, 
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Modular buildings: What are they? 
RSA 205- C:1 definitions cont.
provided that they are not for residential or classroom use, 
nor shall it include any recreational vehicle or park trailer as defined 
in American National Standards Institute A119.2, Standard for 
Recreational Vehicles, or A119.5, Standard for Park Trailers, or any 
building type not subject to the requirements of nationally recognized 
model building codes. 
Question: Did the legislature unknowingly in 2011 provide a solution 
to our current classification dilemma of tiny homes? 
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Modular buildings: What are they?
674:31-a Definition; Presite Built Housing. 
As used in this subdivision, "presite built housing'' means any 
structure designed primarily for residential occupancy which is wholly 
or in substantial part made, fabricated, formed or assembled in off-
site manufacturing facilities in conformance with the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development minimum property 
standards and local building codes, for installation, or assembly and 
installation, on the building site. For the purposes of this subdivision, 
presite built housing shall not include manufactured housing, as 
defined in RSA 674:31. 
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Modular buildings: Standards
RSA 205-C:2Modular Building Standard. ς

I. All modular buildings and building components ordered on or 
after the date one year after the effective date of RSA 155-A:2shall 
comply with the modular building code and the state fire code. 

RSA 205-C:1Definitions. ςIn this chapter: 
II. "Modular building code'' means the state building code as 

defined in and adopted in RSA 155-A. 
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Modular buildings: Standards
RSA 205-C:2Modular Building Standard. ς

II. All modular buildings and building components bearing a label 
of certification pursuant to the requirements of this chapter shall be 
deemed by local enforcement agencies as meeting the modular 
building code, however, such certification 
shall not be deemed to preempt enforcement of any state or local 
standards governing installation or work performed on the building 
site, including but not limited to site grading, foundations, 
driveways, on-site water and sewer systems or connections to off-
site systems, and electrical line connections to the power source.
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Modular buildings: Standards
RSA 205-C:2Modular Building Standard. ς

III. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as amending, 
repealing or superseding any local law, ordinance, code or regulation, 
and all modular buildings and building components shall comply with 
all applicable state or local building requirements that exceed the 
modular building code, in addition to any land use restrictions 
including but not limited to subdivision regulations, use and location 
restrictions, density and dimensional limitations, or historic district 
laws or ordinances. 
Source.1990, 169:2. 1997, 44:5. 2002, 8:6, eff. Sept. 14, 2002; 270:3, eff. Sept. 14, 2002 at 12:01 a.m.
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Modular buildings: Enforcement
RSA 205-C:7Enforcement. ς

V. The building inspector or other local official with the authority 
to enforce building or land use regulations or codes may enforce the 
provisions of this chapter. A copy of the complaint or petition shall be 
sent, by certified mail, to the department on or before the date upon 
which it is filed.
Source.1990, 169:2, eff. June 26, 1990.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300
Saf-C 3310.03  Destructive Disassembly.

(a) Destructive disassembly of certified modular buildings 
and building components shall not be performed in order to 
conduct tests or inspections, with the exception of post certification 
modification as specified by Saf-C 3310.01(a).

(b) Standards or test criteria, different from those adopted by 
the department, shall not be imposed.

(c) The responsibility for destructive disassembly and repairs 
shall be determined by the department on a case-by-case basis.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300
Saf-C 3310.04  Non-destructive Disassembly.

(a) Non-destructive disassembly shall be performed only to 
the extent of opening access panels and cover plates.

(b) Systems tested during the manufacturing process shall 
not be subjected to retesting at the building site.

(c) The responsibility for non-destructive disassembly and 
repairs shall be determined by the department on a case-by-case 
basis.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300
Saf-C 3310.04  Non-destructive Disassembly.

(b) Systems tested during the manufacturing process shall not 
be subjected to retesting at the building site.
Given the language in this particular rule, would you be prohibited 
from requiring: 
1. A blower door test?
2. A rough DWV test?
3. A final DWV test?
4. A duct pressurization test?
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Modular buildings: Saf-c 3300
Saf-C 3309.04  State Labels.  
Each modular building or building component that is approved 
pursuant to RSA 205-C and these rules shall have a state label 
permanently attached in a visible location that cannot be removed 
without destroying the label.
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Modular buildings: Saf-c 3300
Saf-C 3309.05  State Label Information
(a) State labels shall contain the following information:

(1)  The statement "This label certifies that this modular 
building or building component has been manufactured in 
accordance with an approved building system and quality 
assurance program and is approved by the State of New 
Hampshire";

(2)  Serial number of the label;
(3)  The words "See Data Plate"; and
(4)  The words "This label was issued by the New 

Hampshire Department of Safety"
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Modular buildings: Saf-c 3300
Saf-C 3309.07  Required Number of State Labels.

(a) Each module of a modular building shall have a separate 
label.

(b) Previously labeled modular buildings or building 
components that are relocated into the state, or within the state, 
shall be re-inspected and re-labeled by the department or agency 
pursuant to Saf-C 3310.05.
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Modular buildings: Saf-c 3300
Saf-C 3309.01  Manufacturer's Data Plate.

(a) The permanent manufacturer's data plate located in the 
vicinity of the state label shall include the following information:

(1)  Name and address of manufacturer;
(2)  Manufacturer's serial number;
(3)  Manufacturer's plan approval designation-model number 

and name;
(4)  Construction classification;
(5)  Use and occupancy;
(6)  Seismic zone;
(7)  Wind velocity load;
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Modular buildings: Saf-c 3300
Saf-C 3309.01  Manufacturer's Data Plate cont.

(8)  Roof live load, including ground snow load;
(9)  Floor live load; 
(10)  Fire rating for exterior walls, if applicable;
(11)  Thermal transmittance values;
(12)  Date of manufacture;
(13)  Destination;
(14)  State label numbers; and
(15)  Agency label numbers.
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Modular buildings: Saf-c 3300
Saf-C 3309.01  Manufacturer's Data Platecont.

(b) If the shape or size of a modular building or building 
component is such that the data plate cannot be permanently 
attached, the information shall be placed in a manual crated with the 
component or on a tag attached to the crate in which the component 
is shipped.  The manual or tag shall be presented to the owner upon 
transfer of possession.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300  Local Permits: 
Saf-C 3303.03 Local Building Requirements.

(a)  The local building official shall notify the department in 
writing of the adoption of any additional provisions of the state 
building code or relevant ordinances that are more restrictive than 
the code and rules set forth in Saf-C 3303.01 and Saf-C 3303.02. In 
the event that notification is not forthcoming, the applicable state 
building code shall apply.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300   Local Permits cont.
Saf-C 3303.03 Local Building Requirements.

(b)  Any notification made pursuant to (a) above shall include 
the following:

(1)  A certified copy of the relevant ordinance or section of 
the state building code; and
(2)  A statement as to how the ordinance or section of the 
state building code is more restrictive than the 
requirements set forth in Saf-C 3303.01.



NH Modular Buildings 

Local enforcement's role

Wednesday, June 14, 2017 19

Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300   Local Permits cont.
Saf-C 3303.03 Local Building Requirements.

(c)  Upon receipt of notification pursuant to (a) above, the 
department shall notify third party agencies in writing of the adoption 
of any additional provisions to the state building code or relevant 
ordinances that are more restrictive than the code and rules set forth 
in Saf-C 3303.01.  The inspection agencies shall be responsible for 
ensuring that modular buildings and building components conform to 
the more restrictive local requirements. Each manufacturer shall have 
180 days following the date of adoption of such local requirements to 
modify building systems, as necessary to achieve compliance.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300   Local Permits cont.
Saf-C 3303.03 Local Building Requirements.

(d)  The adoption of any additional provisions of the state building 
code or relevant ordinances authorized pursuant to (b) above shall 
remain in effect until the code or rules set forth in Saf-C 3303.01 are 
changed to a new edition, at which time the notification procedure 
set forth in (a) above shall be repeated, if applicable.
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Modular buildings: Saf-C 3300  Building permits
Saf-C 3311.01 BuildingPermitsfor CertifiedModular Buildingsand
BuildingComponents.

(a) Applicationsfor building permits for modular buildingsand
building componentsshall, in addition to any other requirements,
includethe following:

(1) A statement that the work performed pursuant to the
building permit shall include the installation of a certified modular
buildingor buildingcomponentthat meetsthe requirementof these
rules; and

(2) Theaddressandsignatureof the applicantor his/heragent.


